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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 2, the 
recitation of "claim 1" should be deleted since during prosecution the scope of the claim 
changes making such statement untrue. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claim 1 calls for the "knife pivoting about the rotational axis of the driving 
wheels"; however such language is not consistent with the specification and/or 
drawings. Member (25) cannot pivot about axis (15) because as seen going from 
Figure 1. to Figure 3, as member (25) is elevated so is axis (15). Therefore, one skilled 
in the art cannot make and/or use the invention as described. Claim 2 calls for the 
"supporting plates pivotable about the rotational axis of the driving wheels"; however 
such language is not consistent with the specification and/or drawings. Member (12,13) 
move relative to member (19) and when the slots (24) of member (12,13) engages pin 
(23) of then member (19) and rotational axis (15) move together and not member (19) 
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pivoting about rotational axis (15). Therefore, one skilled in the art cannot make and/or 
use the invention as described. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 4,5, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 and 5, "the support element" needs to be related back to "at least one support 
element" of claim 1 . 

Claim 8, "the supporting plates" lack clear antecedent basis. 

Insofar the claims are understood, the following rejection(s) apply: 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jacobs 
et al. (US 5098165). 

Jacobs et al. discloses an apparatus (10) comprising a support frame (12,1 1), motor 
(27), drive (see Fig. 5), at least one support element (37) behind the driving wheels (13). 
A motor driven knife (14). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/551 ,546 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3673 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunil Singh whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7051 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 10:30 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Engle Patricia can be reached on (571) 272-6660. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Sunil Singh n 
Primary Examiner Jt»**» 
Art Unit 3673 ^ 
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